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Agricultural Weather Highlights - Thursday - August 1, 2002
C In the West, scattered showers in the Four Corners region are easing irrigation demands and reducing the

threat of wildfires.  Meanwhile, mild weather favors irrigated summer crops across the interior Northwest,
although many rangelands and dryland small grains are in need of additional moisture.

C On the Plains, the passage of a cold front is putting an end to excessively hot conditions (yesterday’s high
temperatures ranged from 100 to 110 degrees F) across South Dakota, Nebraska, eastern portions of
Wyoming and Colorado, and much of Kansas, although dryland summer crops remain severely stressed by
drought.  In contrast, summer crops continue to benefit from recent soil moisture improvements on the
southern Plains and cooler weather on the northern Plains.

C In the Corn Belt, beneficial showers and thunderstorms continue to sweep across northern portions of the
region, but the remainder of the Midwest is in need of rainfall to prevent additional stress on reproductive to
filling corn and soybeans.  In addition, some of the hottest weather of the summer is overspreading the
eastern Corn Belt, where today’s highs are forecast to range from 92 to 97 degrees F.  Meanwhile, favorably
cooler weather is aiding previously heat-stressed summer crops across the westernmost Corn Belt.

C In the South, hot weather in the southern Atlantic region is partially offsetting the beneficial effects of
recent showers.  Elsewhere in the South, very warm, mostly dry weather favors rapid summer crop growth.

 
Outlook: In the Great Lakes and Northeastern States, showers and thunderstorms will signal the arrival of
below-normal temperatures as a cold front moves through the region by Friday.  Near-normal temperatures and
scattered showers will return to the Corn Belt, while very warm, dry weather will persist in the Mid-Atlantic
States.  Farther south, widespread showers will continue in the Southeast and Delta.  Dry weather will prevail
across the southern Plains, Great Basin, and Pacific Northwest, while scattered monsoon showers will
continue in the Southwest.  The NWS 6-10 day outlook for August 6-10 calls for hotter-than-normal weather in
the Plains, Corn Belt, and much of the East.  Below-normal temperatures are forecast in the Pacific Northwest
and across the nation’s southern tier.  Above-normal rainfall is expected in the northern Plains, Southwest,
and Gulf Coast region, while below-normal precipitation is forecast across the central Rockies, central Plains,
western Corn Belt, and southern Mid-Atlantic region.

Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)


